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2019 GTRW BOARD
Allison Nathan Getz, President
Cindy Dishman, 1st Vice President-Programs

MONDAY, January 7, 2019
11:30 A.M. ~ 1:00 p.m.
MCM ELEGANTE’ HOTEL
Fountainview Room

COME HEAR

Linda Brown, 2nd Vice President-Membership
Janet Brown, Recording Secretary
Geraldine Lapham, Corresponding Secretary
Mary Wickland, PAC Treasurer
Sherilyn Goodman, Chaplain
Kim Dunaway, Campaign AcKviKes
Evangeline George, Bylaws/Parliamentarian
Louise Williams, LegislaKve
Linda Nicholas, Hospitality
Marie Maggio, Awards
Linda Sparkman, CommunicaKons

William “Bill” R. Henderson,

Carol Hearn, Special Projects

Legal Counsel to Harris County
Judge Ed Emmett,

Martha Pate, Member-at-Large

Speak on Human Trafficking
Our meePng begins promptly at 11:30, so
please check in and be seated at your table by that Pme
MeePng fee is $20

Personal Checks or Exact Cash Preferred
To assure adequate seaPng and food,
ReservaPons are REQUIRED

RSVP by 5 pm, Thursday, January 3
Call/Text 409-748-0013 or RSVP on our website
gtrepublicanwomen.org
And indicate whether you need a Name Tag
PLEASE INVITE LIKE-MINDED
FRIENDS TO OUR LUNCHEON
AND ENCOURAGE THEM TO JOIN GTRW!

Susan Welsh, Historian
Theone Bradley, NewsleQer
Lajuanda Williams, ReservaKons - 409-748-0013
(Please Call and leave a
message or Text)

CALENDAR
January 1 - HAPPY NEW YEAR !!! Fly U.S. Flag
January 7 - GTRW Luncheon MeePng
Speaker: William “Bill” R. Henderson
January 18/19 - Southern Republican
Leadership Conference - Pontchartain
ConvenPon & Civic Center, Kenner, LA
January 21 - MarPn Luther King Jr. Day
Fly Your U.S. Flag
GTRW ExecuPve Board MeePng
February 4- GTRW Luncheon MeePng
Speaker: Dr. Robin Armstrong, NaPonal
Commi`eeman, Republican Party of Texas
February 12 - Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday
Fly U.S. Flag
February 18 - Presidents’ Day - Fly U.S. Flag
GTRW ExecuPve Board MeePng
March 2 - Texas Independence - Fly Texas Flag
March 4 - GTRW Luncheon MeePng
April 8 - GTRW Luncheon MeePng
April 24 - TFRW Belles ’n Boots Ball - AusPn
April 25 - TFRW LegislaPve Day - Sheraton
AusPn Hotel
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

GTRW Gazette

As we begin a New Year, we look forward to a series of educa7onal and informa7onal mee7ngs designed to make us safer,
more observant and ac7ve in our local, state and na7onal poli7cal scene. Municipal elec7ons will be held this year which
aﬀect us – we need to be informed and ac7ve!
Our ﬁrst mee7ng addresses human traﬃcking, which is the focus of the Texas Federa7on of Republican Women this year.
We are fortunate to have GTRW member Robin Troy’s brother-in-law, Judge Bill Henderson, as our speaker in January.
Please check out his bio in this newsleNer to learn about his exper7se in this area.
I want to thank those who have stepped up in leadership posi7ons in GTRW and encourage everyone else to get involved
at whatever level makes you feel comfortable. We especially need to reach out to our base and get folks engaged in the
process. While we saw an increase in voter turnout for a nonpresiden7al year, there are s7ll so many who do not exercise
their right to vote. Focusing our eﬀorts in prepara7on for the huge races in 2020 is of utmost importance.
Our country has seen a lot of change in the last two years. In many ways, our lives are beNer, but we must con7nue to
work together toward a common goal. We can have diﬀerences in opinions and respect the fact that we don’t agree on
everything. But we do agree that good, decent people need to sit in poli7cal oﬃces, and we must work together toward
that end.
We have four county-wide Republicans in oﬃce: County Judge Jeﬀ Branick, District Judge
Mitch Templeton, County Court at Law Judge Clint Woods and myself as Tax Assessor/Collector and
Voter Registrar. We need your support, as do all the elected oﬃcials in local wards and precincts,
municipali7es and school districts. Call your elected oﬃcials, learn what they do and oﬀer your
assistance. Our ci7es and county depend on a team approach.

Committee
Through Unity ofNominating
Purpose,
there is
to be elected August 5
no limit to what we can achieve!

PLEASE KEEP THESE FELLOW MEMBERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Kacy Kovac and Family in the loss of his mother, Helen Kovac
The Family of Maureen Winchell in the loss of her husband, Dean
The Family of Sandra Rogers in the loss of both Sandra and her
husband, Bert
The Family of Tolbert Chisum
The Family of Martha Foxworth in the loss of her husband, Charles
HEALTH:
Renee Barnes
Theone Bradley
Janet Brown
Linda Brown
Cindy Dishman
Ida Duplechin
Naomi Lanier

DAMAGE OR DISPLACED:
Antoinette Mabe
Jenny McArthur
Norma Murphy
Gail Shook
Betty Storms
Nell Wiggins
Cindy Woodland

Sandra Borne
Janet Brown
Alicia Daleo
Ida Duplechin
Kittie Rice
Cindy Woodland

Allison Nathan Getz
President

PLEASE PRAY FOR
COMMON SENSE,
THE SOVEREIGNTY
OF OUR REPUBLIC,
PRESIDENT TRUMP,
ELECTED OFFICIALS,
OUR ARMED
FORCES AND
BORDER PATROL
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MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 3, 2018 LUNCHEON

The mee7ng was called to order by President Allison Getz.
Chaplain Sherilyn Goodman led the gathering in the
opening prayer and pledges.
Allison Getz gave the Treasurer’s report in Mary Wickland’s
absence, repor7ng the budget was in good shape.
Janet Brown, 2nd Vice President/Membership, introduced
the public oﬃcials and special guests. Current membership
is at 159, and it is now 7me to start renewing memberships
for 2019.
Everyone enjoyed Linda Brown’s updated presenta7on of
’Twas the Night Before Christmas.
Cindy Dishman, 1st Vice President, introduced our guest
speaker, Karen Newton, President of the Texas Federa7on
of Republican Women.
Mrs. Newton had just returned from a trip to D.C. During
her visit, she had taken the White House Christmas tour,
which she said was fabulous. She spoke about the elec7on
results and goals of our organiza7on. She also urged
members to aNend TFRW’s Legisla7ve Day on Thursday,
April 25, and the Belles ‘n Boots Ball, held the Wednesday
before — both in Aus7n.
Mrs. Newton also asked us to visit promiseskept.com for
relevant topics of discussion to share with members of our
community.
President Allison Getz presented outgoing and incoming
GTRW Execu7ve Board members with gies and thanked
both her husband, Mike Getz, and her mom, Iris Nathan,
for their support.
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Karen Newton then commenced the swearing in of the
2019 GTRW Board members. President Getz encouraged
members to focus on educa7on and purpose, and the
importance of reelec7ng Mike Getz and W.L. Pate to
Beaumont City Council.
Judy Nichols spoke brieﬂy and announced that Jeﬀerson
County is now a viable two-party county!
Sherry Branick, wife of County Judge Jeﬀ Branick, and
AnneNe Reedy thanked everyone for the support they
received for their respec7ve campaigns.
Will Robbins, Secretary of the Texas Republican Party,
reported on their last mee7ng in Aus7n, including the 2019
budget. He also discussed the mid-term elec7on results and
organiza7onal goals.
Allison reminded everyone that Mitch Templeton – the ﬁrst
Republican to be elected as a Jeﬀerson County District
Court Judge – will be sworn in on Friday, January 4.
Special Projects Chair Carol Hearn announced we will be
helping BISD’s Caldwood Elementary School with a book
fair in the coming year.
The next Board mee7ng is
December 17. Our next luncheon
mee7ng is January 7.
The mee7ng was adjourned.
Respeciully submiNed,

Linda Sparkman,
2018 Recording Secretary

Please contact GTRW’s Corresponding Secretary,
Geraldine Lapham, to let her know when a GTRW
family member would benefit from a congratulatory
“at-a-boy” (anniversary, birth of a child,
promotion, etc.), get-well wishes or
condolences.
gregory@gt.rr.com or text
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William “Bill” R. Henderson graduated from Johns
Hopkins University with a B.A. in Political Science and
from the University of Texas with his Juris Doctorate. He
practiced law for 30 years, including four as an elected
Family District Court Judge in Harris County, Texas.

www.facebook.com/GTRW1989/
gtrepublicanwomen.org

It’s time to recruit new members
and renew existing members!

Print the GTRW Membership
Application included in this
newsletter! Or find one on any
table at our next meeting.
Annual Dues are only $30
and $20 for
Associate Members.

Since 2011, Bill Henderson has been Legal Counsel to
Harris County Judge Ed Emmett, handling judicial issues,
juvenile issues, mental health issues and child sex abuse
issues, including human trafficking. Beginning in 2012, he
served three years on the Board of United Against Human
Trafficking, a Houston umbrella group for many churches
and other non-profits involved with human trafficking.
In 2015, Mr. Henderson was appointed to the Board of the
Children's Assessment Center Foundation, the non-profit
private partner of the Children's Assessment Center (CAC),
which is a Department of Harris County. One of the few
public/private partnerships of its kind, the Foundation raised
$34M to double the size of its facility in 2017. In the new
facility, the CAC provides forensic interviews, medical
treatment, family therapy and houses investigators from
Child Protective Services, Houston Police Department and
the Harris County Sheriff's Office. The Foundation also
partners with the Harris County District Attorney, the Harris
County Attorney and many other law enforcement agencies
to ensure perpetrators and traffickers are prosecuted.
Unfortunately, immigrants are not the only ones involved in
sex trafficking. Many children born in our country are lured
into the sex-trafficking business. Among other things,
Bill Henderson will describe how difficult it can be to
provide victims of trafficking “a way out of the business”
and the necessary support thereafter.
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CLUB UPDATES
Linda Brown’s Delightful December Presentation of

’Twas the Night Before Christmas
’Twas the night before Christmas and up in the tower,
The Donald reﬂected on his new-found power.
The conserva7ve masses had come out in force
And delivered a Victory that would chart a new
course.
The Snowﬂakes were shell-shocked with tears in their
eyes.
The media lied to them . . . what a surprise!!!
They had been promised a Hillary win,
But the criminal Clinton took one on the chin.
The Fake News and ignorance came at a cost,
And they can’t understand all the reasons they lost.
The campaign exposed her corrup7on and greed,
And her speeches were punch-less as $10 weed.
So, out in the streets there arose such a claNer.
It was Soros-paid protestors and Black Lives MaNer.
With ci7es to pillage and windows to smash,
They knew not the issues but needed the cash.
Eight years of Obama had given them cause
To expect a replacement of their Santa Clause.
But soon the protestors would feel the pain
When the wheels fall oﬀ their old gravy train.
It took a liNle while to see:
The one they call Trump is the one that we need.
I saw him on TV in front of a crowd.
He spoke about veterans; it made me feel proud.
He spoke about energy, immigra7on, and jobs, and
Taking this country back from the Washington Mob.
He was dressed in Armani, all tailored and neat,
And the Brunos he wore made the ouiit complete.
For a man of his vintage, he seemed rather ﬁt,
And he looked presiden7al, I must admit.
His love for his country was on full display,
And his ac7ons spoke louder than his words could say.
He thanked all his voters and before he was gone,
Saved thousands of jobs while Obama looked on.
He started lieing restric7ons and building the wall,
Now Dash away, Dash away, Dash away all!

The roar of his audience rose from the stands.
He kissed all the babies and shook all their hands.
He answered their ques7ons and calmed all their fears.
They knew it would be a fantas7c four years.
Then he jumped in his limo and oﬀ to his jet,
A fellow that liberals won’t soon forget.
He sent one more tweet as the evening expired:

Merry Christmas to all —
And Mueller, YOUR FIRED!
GTRW 2019 SPECIAL PROJECT:
BEAUMONT’S CALDWOOD ELEMENTARY
SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR AND
LIBRARY FUNDRAISER
The date has yet to be set, but please plan
to work with GTRW Special Projects Chair
Carol Hearn in manning Caldwood
Elementary School’s Scholastic Book Fair.
Our members will be helping students choose Scholastic
books for purchase and also reading books to them.
Caldwood Elementary teaches
Kindergarten age through 5th Grade, so
be ready to don your reading glasses in
advance of this great opportunity to help
these children.
Also up for discussion is donating toward purchase of
additional books for Caldwood’s Library.
See you at the January Luncheon!
AND SEE YOU AT THE BOOK FAIR!
Please contact Carol Hearn regarding
your interest in helping Caldwood
Elementary with their book fair.
512-818-5545 or
hearn.carol@yahoo.com.
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CLUB UPDATES
THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WERE
INSTALLED AT OUR DECEMBER 2018
LUNCHEON MEETING AS
GTRW’S 2019 EXECUTIVE BOARD:
Allison Nathan Getz, President
Cindy Dishman, 1st Vice President-Programs
Linda Brown, 2nd Vice President-Membership
Janet Brown, Recording Secretary
Geraldine Lapham, Corresponding Secretary
Mary Wickland, PAC Treasurer
Sherilyn Goodman, Chaplain
Kim Dunaway, Campaign AcPviPes
Evangeline George, Bylaws/Parliamentarian
Louise Williams, LegislaPve
Linda Nicholas, Hospitality
Marie Maggio, Awards

For all the info on
this Kickoff to the
2020 elections, visit:

http://
srlcnola.com

Linda Sparkman, CommunicaPons
Lajuanda Williams, ReservaPons
Carol Hearn, Special Projects
Susan Welsh, Historian

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/southern-republican-leadershipconference-the-kick-off-to-2020-tickets-44239741257

Theone Bradley, Newsle`er
Martha Pate, Member-at-Large

Please CONGRATULATE AND THANK them for
offering to serve in these capacities.

https://www.tfrw.org/event/some-otherevent-in-austin-tx/

https://www.tfrw.org/event/tfrw-legislative-day/
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OVERVIEW: 115th CONGRESS

12-28–2018 — SHANNON BREAM:
No sign that Congress will vote any time soon
on ending the partial government shutdown.
Re-opening the government will likely fall to the
new 116th Congress, which starts next
Thursday [January 3] at noon. So, what exactly
did the 115th actually manage to get done?
Fox News Senior Capitol Hill Producer, Chad
Pergram: Shannon, 2018 marks the end of one
of those rare times when Republicans
controlled the House and Senate [See Note
below]. So it's a good time to take stock of what
the GOP did and didn't do.
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8 - Lawmakers approved a major bill
addressing the nation’s opioid crisis.
9 - And even though part of the
government is now closed, the Senate
moved at its fastest clip in decades on an
annual spending bill. That's why this is a
partial government shut down. Congress
worked out the details on five of the 12
appropriations bills months ago.

[Note: No mention made of the Senate filibuster/cloture rules that
require 60 votes to pass anything. So, with only 52 Republican
Senators when 60 votes are required . . . .]
1 - Take the long-time GOP promise to
repeal and replace Obamacare. Now,
for one failed attempt, House
Republicans finally muscled through their
own healthcare measure, that then died
in the United States Senate.
2 - Republicans re-engineered the
nation’s Tax System for the first time in
three decades.
3 - Gross Domestic Product topped 4%
in the Second Quarter of 2018 for the first
time in four years. Yearly Economic
Average Growth is now on track to hit 3%
for the first time in thirteen years.
Nevertheless, political observers blame
the tax law for Republicans losing House
seats in New York, New Jersey, and
California. Residents could no longer
deduct high local taxes from their federal
tax bill.
4 - Congress never addressed an infrastructure bill.
5 - And there were failed House bills to fund the Border Wall and provide
pathways to citizenship for some DACA recipients. [Go figure — Democrats
set the terms, but even when President Trump enlarged the number of
DACA recipients to be covered (yes, more than the Democrats requested!),
the Democrats refused to fund the Border Wall.]
6 - The President had this message for
those Republicans during a press
conference in late June: And I think that
that's going to be a great election point
for us, so I told them two hours ago, I
said, you know, “Do what you want. And
ultimately we’ll come to something and
perhaps it'll be after the election, or
maybe it'll be before.” But as of this
moment, Democrats are not going to
vote for anything because they really are
resisting or obstructing. Okay? Thank you
very much. June 27, 2018.
7 - There were bipartisan successes. Democrats in the House
and Senate finally got together on a long-awaited reform to the
nation’s Criminal Justice System. The law eliminates mandatory
sentences and gives inmates better training to reenter society,
ready to work.

10 - Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell often
declared that the Senate is in the personnel business.
The Senate confirmed two Supreme Court Justices,
including the knockdown, drag-out fight over Brett
Kavanaugh; also 32 Circuit Court Judges; and 51
District Court Judges. [Democrats had previously
adjusted the number of Senate votes required to approve
lower court judges to a simple majority. Republicans took
it one step further and applied that rule to Supreme Court
Justices.]
11 - We all learned in fifth grade that Congress is
designed to pass law. Quite the opposite: The Founders
created Congress to stop law. Consider this: Lawmakers
introduced 13,549 bills this Congress; 338 became law. That's .02%. 329
bills became law in the last Congress.
12 - And one bill not destined to become a law this Congress — legislation
to fund the approximate one-quarter of government [currently in shutdown
mode] — and funding for the Border Wall.

Editor’s Note: We applaud your stance on Border
Security, President Trump, and your willingness to
stick to your convictions!
In the words of Winston Churchill,
“Never give in. Never give in. Never, never, never,
never—in nothing, great or small, large or petty—
never give in, except to convictions of honour and
good sense. Never yield to force. Never yield to the
apparently overwhelming might of the enemy.”
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PARIS IS BURNING!
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December 3, 2018 —
TUCKER CARLSON:
Well, Paris is on fire, the
city seeing some of its
worst riots in half a
century. What exactly is
going on here? If you turn
on the television to other
news outlets, you’ll see
people telling you this is
about gas taxes or
economic hardship or
rising oil prices.
CBS Evening News: They were fueled by an increase in gasoline tax, but have grown into a fierce fight against declining
living standards.
CNN: The Yellow Vests had warned that this would be Part 3
of a protest against a hike in the fuel tax.
NBC Nightly News: Fury on the
streets of Paris, as an economic
hardship long felt outside the city
turned its wealthiest neighborhoods
into a war zone.
Tucker: Oh, they’re lying. Now, most
of them have no idea because they’re
not interested in anything that’s not
happening in Brooklyn. But some of
these people talking to you on
television know what’s actually going
on, and they’re just not telling you. It’s
not about rising oil prices; that’s false. It’s about Climate
Change. It’s about the climate agenda. The French gas tax
isn’t designed to raise money. The president has implemented
it for the stated purpose of fighting Climate Change. Now
they’re fighting their own citizens instead, because the climate
agenda always crushes the Middle Class, always and
everywhere. Chuck Devore understands this. He’s Vice
President for National Initiatives at the Texas Public Policy
Foundation [and former California State Assemblyman], and
he joins us tonight. Chuck, thanks very much for coming on.
Chuck Devore: My pleasure.
Tucker: What’s so interesting about
this — and it’s gotten virtually no
coverage, despite being Paris, a city
most people have heard of — is that
this is a coalition of Left and Right
against the Elites, or am I misstating
that?
Chuck Devore: Well, I think you’re
on to something here, Tucker. And I
think it’s important to realize that
these individuals, the Yellow Vests
protesting in France, are really frustrated because they see
their government helping poor immigrants from, generally,
North Africa and some from the Middle East, and certainly
being on the side of the wealthy elites. But they’re being
squeezed in the middle. And what we’re looking at here is
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about a 30-cent a gallon gas
tax increase, a little less than
10% on what’s already about,
oh, $3.50 in taxes on
gasoline.

Tucker: Huh. Does that
sound familiar at all to you? I
mean, is there a political party
on our continent that is tied to,
say, finance and people on
Welfare and nobody in
between, and is seeking to
raise carbon taxes to fight
global warming? I mean, does that — I’ve heard of that.
Chuck Devore: Yeah, absolutely. So, it’s important to realize
that in Paris you’re looking at about $7.06 a gallon for fuel;
almost half of that is taxes. Now, if we follow what the U.N.
reported, what they want to do is have a $49.00 a gallon gas
tax in 12 years, and we need that, they say, to fight global
warming, to fight Climate Change. Well, that
would be a 14-fold increase on the taxes in
France. In America, where the average is 49
cents per gallon of taxes — you go to $49.00,
that’s a hundred times increase in fuel taxes. It
would wreak havoc on the Middle Class and it
would utterly alter the U.S. economy.
Tucker: Here’s what I’m confused by. I
understand there’s people sincerely concerned
about Climate Change. I get it. I’m not denying its
existence, but the solutions baffle me. So why tax
gas which only hurts the Middle Class? Why not
tax — I don’t know, SoulCycle, or expensive dinners? Or how
about close the carried interest loophole, or how about a
finance tax, or how about banning private airplanes? But that’s
never up for debate ever. Why?
Chuck Devore: Well, again, I think this is about control.
[Tucker laughing.] This is about who gets to decide where we
live and how we get to work, the life that we live. And, Tucker,
what’s really disturbing to me is we just had the National
Climate Assessment published by the Federal Government.
And a key part of that report that was touted by The New York
Times and CNN said that our economy would be 10 percent
smaller by the year 2100 and that thousands of people would
die because of Climate Change. What was not reported,
however, is the people behind the study were Michael
Bloomberg and Tom Steyer, the two left-wing billionaires that
want to be our next president. They were the ones, along with
the Federal Government, unfortunately, who financed this
study that had no new science, but used very questionable
economic modeling to say that things are going to be really
bad in 80 years.
Tucker: Well, then, I just wonder though — both those guys
are for a gas tax, but instead of a gas tax, why don’t they just
turn over their billions to the Federal Treasury and we could
use that money to fight Climate Change?
Chuck Devore: Well, that wouldn’t change —
(Cont’d. on Page 13)
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(Cont’d. from Page 12)
Tucker: I mean this is a wealth transfer from
the Middle Class to the people who are
already rich.
Chuck Devore: Right. Well, that wouldn’t
change our behavior, right, so then you have
to do things that change behavior, and the
only way you can do that is by taxing gas a
lot.
Tucker: Yeah, tax on the Middle Class which
they hate. Chuck, thank you very much.
Great to see you.
Chuck Devore: Thank you.
https://archive.org/details/
FOXNEWSW_20181204_010000_Tucker_Carlson_Tonight/
start/3240/end/3300
11/14/2018 — US House Democrats plan hearings on
climate early in 2019 — By Nick Snow
Oil & Gas Journal Washington Editor
Responding to what they consider years of Republican
indifference, the top Democrats on three key U.S. House of
Representatives committees said they will hold 2 days of
hearings on climate change and its consequences early in
2019.
“Our rapidly changing climate, and the Trump administration’s
efforts to take us in the wrong direction, seriously jeopardize
our future,” Reps. Frank Pallone Jr. (NJ), Raul M. Grijalva
(Ariz.), and Eddie Bernice Johnson (Tex.) jointly announced on
Nov. 14.
The three lawmakers now are ranking minority members,
respectively, of the Energy and Commerce Committee, Natural
Resources Committee, and Science, Space, and Technology
Committee. They are in line to become chairs of those
committees once Democrats assume majority control of the
House in January.
“We plan to hit the ground immediately with a series of
hearings early in the next Congress on how best to combat
this growing global crisis,” they said. “Our committees plan to
work closely together to aggressively assess the public health,
economic, and environmental impacts of climate change and
to explore the best solutions to combat this challenge.”
They indicated that hearings will examine threats raised in
recent reports from the National Academies of Science,
Engineering, and Medicine; the World Health Organization;
and the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change.
The three committees also will explore how other countries
and state and local governments are addressing climate
change at a time when the Trump administration has pulled
out of the 2015 Paris Agreement and rolled back the Clean
Power Plan.
https://www.ogj.com/articles/2018/12/sens-coons-flakeintroduce-revenue-neutral-carbon-tax-legislation.htmlSens.
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12/21/2018 — Coons, Flake introduce revenueneutral carbon tax legislation — By Nick Snow
Oil & Gas Journal Washington Editor
U.S. Sens. Chris Coons (D-Del.) and Jeff Flake (RAriz.) introduced a bill on Dec. 20 which would
establish a public carbon dividend trust fund to
encourage market-driven innovation of clean energy
technologies and market efficiencies to reduce
harmful pollution. US Reps. Ted Deutch (D-Fla.),
Francis Rooney (R-Fla.), John Delaney (D-Md.),
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-Pa.), and Charlie Christ (D-Fla.)
offered similar legislation in the House.
“Climate change is a serious threat to our economy,
our security, and our way of life, and we need leadership
from all parts of our society and government to tackle it,”
Coons said. “Putting an economy-wide price on carbon and
other greenhouse gases is a comprehensive way to reduce
emissions, spur innovation, and create jobs. I hope will
continue to have bipartisan conversations about addressing
this issue.”
“With the administration’s recent climate assessment and
skeptical response from the president, Republicans need to
be at the forefront of addressing climate change,” Flake
added. “[S. 3791] is bipartisan, revenue-neutral carbon tax
legislation that provides an honest path to clean energy.
This free market solution will reduce carbon pollution and
encourage American innovation.”
The bill would impose a $15/ton upstream carbon tax which
would increase $10/year. It would rebate revenue to the
American public as a monthly dividend. An equal share
would be provided to all adults with a Social Security or
taxpayer identification number. Children would receive a
half share. The first payment would be made one month in
advance so families and households can cover any energy
cost increases.
Fossil fuels and carbon intensive imported goods would be
subject to an equalization tariff if their country of origin does
not price carbon. Exported goods would receive a tax
refund to prevent any emissions-intensive domestic
producers from facing any disadvantage relative to
overseas competitors. This provision is also designed to
comply with Word Trade Organization rules, the Senators
said.
They said that the bill would preserve the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s authority to regulate
greenhouse gas emissions under the Clean Air Act and
allow EPA to review Greenhouse Gas regulations after 6
years as long as S. 3791’s emissions reduction targets are
being met.
https://www.ogj.com/articles/2018/12/sens-coons-flakeintroduce-revenue-neutral-carbon-tax-legislation.html
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Remember Why We’re Republicans
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Better qualified to drive than Beto O’Rourke

I’m ba-ack!
Nov. 2018

SENATOR TED CRUZ (R-TX) INTRODUCED
SENATE BILL THAT LED TO KATE’S LAW.
THE SUSPECT IN HER KILLING HAD BEEN
DEPORTED FIVE TIMES.
‘We Need to
Know Who’s in
Our
Communities’:
CA Sheriff Says
Killer of Legal
Immigrant Police
Officer in U.S.
Illegally

TIJUANA TELLS

To cover the costs incurred by the presence
of more than 12.5 million illegal aliens, and
about 4.2 million citizen children of illegal
aliens, taxpayers shell out approximately
$134.9 billion [annually] at the federal, state
and local levels. FAIR Report, Matt O’Brien
and Spencer Raley Sept. 2017

A January 2018 Yale University Study
Indicates ‘22.8 Million Undocumented’
Aliens Live in America—
Double Official Estimates https://

nationaleconomicseditorial.com/2018/01/19/
yale-study-shows-23-million-illegal-immigrants/
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President’s Letter to Congress 1-4-19

President Trump Sends a Letter on Border Security to
Congress
January 4, 2019
This morning, President Donald J. Trump sent a letter to all
Members of Congress on the need to secure our borders.
He attached a presentation that Secretary of Homeland
Security Kirstjen Nielsen was planning to deliver during a
meeting with Congressional leadership in the White House
Situation Room earlier this week. Some of those present did
not want to hear the presentation at the time, and so the
President decided to make it available to all Members of
Congress.
Below is the full text of the President’s letter, along with a
gallery featuring the presentation slides.

Dear Members of Congress:
Congratulations to Speaker Nancy Pelosi, and her entire team, on her election
to be Speaker of the House. I look forward to working together on our shared
priorities for the American People, including rebuilding our infrastructure,
reforming unfair trade deals, and reducing the price of prescription drugs. Our
recent bipartisan success on numerous legislative accomplishments such as
Criminal Justice Reform, opioid legislation, and the Farm Bill, underscores
the extraordinary achievements that are possible when we rise above party
politics to advance the good of the Nation as a whole.
As we begin this new Congress, our first task should be to reopen the
Government and to deliver on our highest duty as elected officials: the
security of the Nation and its borders.
It is the sovereign right of every nation to establish an immigration program in
its national interest—lawfully admitting those who have followed the rules,
while denying entry to those who break the rules or fail to meet the
requirements established in law.
A nation that fails to control its borders cannot fulfill its most basic obligations
to its citizens—physical safety, economic security, essential public services,
and the uniform protection of our laws.
I was grateful for the opportunity to meet with Congressional leadership at the
White House this Wednesday to discuss the border security crisis, and the
need for a government funding bill that secures the border and keeps
Americans safe.
During the meeting, there was debate over the nature and extent of this crisis
and its impact on Americans. It had been my hope that Homeland Security
Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen would have the opportunity to deliver a
presentation discussing the facts about the depth and severity of the
humanitarian crisis and the security crisis that is now unfolding at the
Southern Border.
However, some of those present did not want to hear the presentation at the
time, and so I have instead decided to make the presentation available to all
Members of Congress. I encourage you to review it carefully, to share it with
your staff, and to discuss it with other lawmakers. In crafting a Homeland
Security bill, it is essential that we make decisions based upon the facts on the
ground—not ideology and rhetoric—and that we listen to the law enforcement
personnel on the front lines. The Southern Border is a very dangerous place—
in fact, Border Patrol agents routinely encounter some of the most dangerous
criminals, cartels, and traffickers anywhere in the world.
Effective border security must dramatically reduce the entry of illegal
immigrants, criminals, and drugs; it must keep out terrorists, public safety
threats, and those otherwise inadmissible under U.S. law; and it must ensure
that those who do enter without legal permission can be promptly and safely
returned home.
As the enclosed presentation makes clear, current funding levels, resources,
and authorities are woefully inadequate to meet the scope of the problem. We
are no longer in a status quo situation at the Southern Border but in a crisis
situation. Status quo funding is not enough.
- In fiscal year (FY) 2018, 17,000 adults at the border with existing criminal
records were arrested by Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and border
agents.
- In FY2017 and FY2018, ICE officers arrested approximately 235,000
aliens on various criminal charges or convictions within the interior of the
United States—including roughly 100,000 for assault, 30,000 for sex crimes,
and 4,000 for homicides.
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- We are now averaging 60,000 illegal and inadmissible
aliens a month on our Southern Border.
- Last month alone, more than 20,000 minors were
smuggled into the United States.
- The immigration court backlog is nearly 800,000 cases.
- There has been a 2,000 percent increase in asylum
claims over the last five years, with the largest growth
coming from Central America—while around 9 in 10 claims
from Central American migrants are ultimately rejected by
the immigration courts, the applicant has long since been
released into the interior of the United States.
- In FY2017, roughly 135,000 illegal and inadmissible
family units arrived from Central America. Of those, less
than 2 percent have been successfully removed from the
country due to a shortage of resources and glaring loopholes
in our federal laws.
- So far in FY2019, we have seen a 280 percent increase in family units
from FY2018.
- 300 Americans are killed every week from heroin—90 percent of which
floods across our Southern Border.
- Illegal immigration is a humanitarian crisis: 1 in 3 migrant women is
sexually assaulted on the journey northward to the U.S. border; 50 illegal
migrants a day are referred for emergency medical care; and CBP rescues
4,300 people a year who are in danger and distress.
Illegal immigration is NOT progressive—by every measure, it is unfair,
unjust, uncompassionate, and cruel. Many people are killed. It hurts both
those who make the journey and so many communities bearing the cost in
lives, safety, and dollars.
Senator Chuck Schumer once said: “Illegal immigration is wrong, plain and
simple. Until the American people are convinced that we will stop future
flows of illegal immigration, we will make no progress on dealing with the
millions of illegal immigrants who are here now, and on rationalizing our
system of legal immigration. That’s plain and simple and unavoidable.”
Absolutely critical to border security and national security is a wall or a
physical barrier that prevents entry in the first place. Members of both parties
—including then Senators Obama and Clinton, current Senator Schumer, and
many other members of the House and Senate—all voted for a hard, physical
barrier. Walls work. That’s why rich, powerful, and successful people build
them around their homes. All Americans deserve the same protection. In
Israel, it is 99 percent effective.
We must also close the legal gaps in America’s defenses. Loopholes in federal
law that prevent removals provide a magnet for illegal entry, and a lucrative
business model for vicious coyotes, while overwhelming the U.S. immigration
system. The worst loopholes incentivize the smuggling of minors. Under
these legal loopholes, if an illegal minor, or those traveling with a minor,
merely set foot on United States soil, they cannot be successfully returned
home. This explains the profound increases in the arrival of minors travelling
both alone and with adults on the dangerous journey to our border.
To protect these children from abuse, and stop this illegal flow, we must close
these loopholes. This is an urgent humanitarian necessity. Children are
terribly used by criminals and coyotes to gain access to our country—they are
the biggest victims of all.
The most pressing legal changes are as follows:
- Terminate the Flores Settlement Agreement—which is preventing families
from being held together through removal; and
- Amend the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act (TVPRA),
to allow for the safe and humane return of illegally-smuggled minors back to
their families in their home countries.
Americans have endured decades of broken promises on illegal immigration.
Now is the time for both parties to rise above the partisan discord, to set aside
political convenience, and to put the national interest first. Now is the time—
this is the moment—to finally secure the border and create the lawful and safe
immigration system Americans, and those wanting to become Americans,
deserve.
Sincerely,
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DHS Secty. Nielsen’s Presentation
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Nielsen on Border Security (cont’d.)
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BUILD FOR THE FUTURE THROUGH
GOLDEN TRIANGLE REPUBLICAN WOMEN!
PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY AND OUR LEADERS —
TODAY IS THE BEGINNING OF THE RALLY FOR 2020!
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Secty. Nielsen Presents Solutions

GTRW Gazette

Encourage our elected officials to stand with
President Trump by calling, writing or emailing.
Most of them can be contacted
via their government or campaign websites.
Speak with your family and friends about the information
you receive from GTRW’s meetings, website,
newsletter and Facebook page.
Let them know the TRUTHS that Democratic leadership
SIMPLY REFUSED to hear.
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PRESIDENT TRUMP: TIME TO LEAVE SYRIA

12-28–2018 — SHANNON BREAM
President Trump during visit to Iraq: I think I’m probably more
hawkish than anybody, anybody. Nobody’s more hawkish than me. But I
also like to use it in the right place. And, frankly, I like not using it at
all.Bashar
Shannon Bream: Christian, what do you make of that characterization of
what his personal position is?
Christian Whitton, Former Sr. Advisor in Trump and Bush
Administrations: I think that’s absolutely right. He is hawkish when
there’s a direct threat to the United States or a threat to, frankly, world
order, if you’ll forgive the phrase, because if you look at when Bashar
Assad threatened to use chemical weapons/did use chemical weapons,
Trump acted decisively and struck. Also, he acted very decisively in
killing Isis and deploying forces to Syria and accomplished that mission.
But we have to have some economy. We can’t be everything to
everyone. And if you add Syria and Afghanistan, that’s a $60 billion-ayear commitment. That money could be spent deterring the Chinese,
deterring Russia. Instead, we’re wasting it on cowboys and indians in the
Middle East.
Shannon Bream: Well, you know, you and I have discussed this. A lot of
people think us pulling a presence out from there actually is a threat to
our national security and that there are plenty of people worried about
the Kurds, worried about Iran and Russia’s influence in that sphere if we
pull out. What’s your assessment?
Daniel Hoffman, Former CIA Station Chief: I spent three years of my life
deployed in combat zones, trying to collect intelligence on threats from
transnational terrorists and others, and stopping those threats before
they’re visited on our shores. And while I don’t think we have the
wherewithal, the resources to national-build, as the President rightly
says, the question is: What’s the right commitment? Is it 2,000 troops in
Syria, to collect intelligence and stop those threats by leveraging allies
like the Syrian Democratic forces to fight Isis? I think what I’d like to see,
maybe this is a developing story and the President will use his bully
pulpit to explain his policy to the American people now that he’s back
from Iraq.
Shannon Bream: Yes, there’s been some calls for that, that he would
give a national address, explaining a little bit more about what he sees,
short and long-term there, and clarifying policy, which a lot of people
think we haven’t had a clear policy in Syria for years. I want to read a
little bit more of that Walter Russell Mead piece that was in The Wall
Street Journal. He says, “For the first time, Mr. Trump made a foreign
policy decision that divides the coalition that brought him into the White
House and risks his control of the GOP. Mr. Trump has frequently
challenged his political opponents, but his Syria decision risks alienating
allies he can ill afford to lose.” . . .
David, where is he with the base?
David MacIntosh, President, Club for Growth: Shannon, at the Club, we
don’t take a position on the policies, so I’ll defer to Daniel and Christian
on that. But on the politics, I think the President will have his base with
him. In part, there hasn’t been a moral case made for why we’re in Syria.
Daniel makes a very good argument that we’re fighting ISIS, and people
will support that. But I think 80, 90 percent of the Republican voters want
the President to succeed and they want Republicans in Washington to
support him. So, when he makes the decision, “Time to leave Syria,”
they’re going to be inclined to support, so I don’t see this big divide.
There is a part of the base that wants us to be strong militarily — that’s
correctly described in The Wall Street Journal. But they’re more
concerned about taking on China and Russia if they’re aggressive in
Europe. So I think the President will be fine politically on this. What he
has disturbed is kind of the Washington elite, and he’s never really been
comfortable with them, and they’re not comfortable with him.
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Shannon Bream: That’s for sure, on both counts. Christian, I think it was
a piece you had written this week. It was very interesting talking about
the President sees the value in using our economic strengths, some
leveraging, those kinds of things, on trade and those kinds of policies,
just as much as using our military. And I think one of your lines was,
“Banks versus bombs.” He sees the way to use them both and not just
solely focused on military incursions.
Christian Whitton: Yes, I think the President looks at state craft more on
a spectrum. It’s not just economics is one thing and war is another or the
military is another. So, when it comes to setting back China, it’s not just a
bigger military budget which the President has achieved: $717 billion in
this fiscal year, although that might be a high watermark with Nancy
Pelosi coming in on the House. But other issues like trade and using that
to get better deals from not just our adversaries, but our allies, many of
whom have been taking advantage of it. But, overall, I think the public is
very much on the President’s side. There’s not good polling on Syria,
perhaps because it would show the people support Trump. But on
Afghanistan the polling is clear. If you ask people should we go up or
down in forces, 2-to-1, they say we should go down. Only 20 to 25
percent believe we’re winning in Afghanistan, and only 20 percent or less
Americans think that we have a clear strategy in Afghanistan. So when it
comes to pulling back ground forces and going back to, frankly, Ronald
Reagan’s strategy, relying on a Navy, relying on an Air Force, to project
power in the Middle East and beyond, there’s a lot of support for that. I
agree the President ought to actually articulate that a little clearer.
Shannon Bream: Daniel, do you think the President is persuadable on
either of these fronts, Syria or Afghanistan, because a number of his
good friends and allies, like Senator Lindsey Graham who just got back
from Afghanistan days ago, say they’re not going to let this go; that they
feel that there needs to be a tougher conversation with the President,
trying to persuade him, which I think they’re actively trying to do at this
point.
Daniel Hoffman: The President swiveled in a different direction back in
August of 2017 when he made that speech about Afghanistan and
decided to commit our troops even though that was counter to what he
said during the campaign. But I would say that the fight against the
terrorists in South Asia and in the Middle East, I can say from my
experience, it’s really human-based. It’s our (inaudible) and intelligence,
and it’s hard to do it just from the air. We need, actually, people there
with skills. And to some extent, the secret of our success is the secret of
our success. Folks back home aren’t tracking on all the Al Qaeda guys
we’re killing who would threaten our homeland and that’s a good thing.
But, at the same time, I think the public is maybe blissfully unaware, and
maybe they need to be more aware now of the steps we’ve taken.
Shannon Bream: We do have a poll that we found from over the
summer about support for troops in Iraq and Syria being used to combat
extremists. But you can see Republicans, 69% when the survey was
done over the summer, said that they were in favor of having our troops
there. David, so it looks like from this survey just months ago, they saw
the benefit of keeping them there.
David MacIntosh: Oh, I think they did. My point really is they trust
the President, and if he says we don’t need them anymore, I think
you’d see 69% saying, “Okay, bring them back home.”
Shannon Bream: You think it’s more about their aligning with what they
think he wants to do.
David MacIntosh: I do think that’s key with the Republican base, and
that leads to another question about impeachment. I think the fact The
Washington Post is giving advice to Republicans that they should
impeach a Republican president is laughable in some ways, as Christian
demonstrates. And that’s what we saw today. Republicans in the Senate
are going to stand by the President because the base of Republican
voters will.
https://archive.org/details/
FOXNEWSW_20181228_080000_Fox_News__Night_With_Shannon_Br
eam
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very clever move by PRESIDENT TRUMP

1-2–2019 — TUCKER CARLSON:
Just before Christmas, the President made the
decision to end America’s troop presence in Syria.
His rationale was simple: We were there to defeat
Isis. Isis has been crushed. Time to declare victory
and go home. Makes sense. No, not in
Washington! People here lost control. America is
not allowed to withdraw from any place ever.
Wherever American troops go, they must remain
until the end, whatever that is.
MSNBC: Well, there are so many foolish
things this man has done, but this ranks pretty
high.
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi (CA): A
decision that is dangerous and a decision that
is a Christmas present to Vladimir Putin.
MSNBC—Senator Maxie Hirono (HI): It is a
huge Christmas present to Putin and to Iran.
MSNBC—Senator Chris Coons (DE): I couldn't
disagree more with this decision. It's a terrible
decision.
MSNBC—Senator Jeanne Shaheen (NH): I think
this will be considered one of the worst foreign
policy blunders of this century.
Tucker Carlson: These people are too dumb to
govern. But they are governing nonetheless. They
will get their way, potentially, despite the fact none
of them is President. Only the President decides
what our troops do. But they may win.
Recently, Senator Lindsey Graham of South
Carolina boasted that the President had been
convinced to pause the withdrawal of American
troops from Syria. No doubt the next objective is
making that pause permanent.
What next? Douglas MacGregor watches carefully.
He’s a retired U.S. Army Colonel and author of the
terrific book, Margin of Victory. He joins us tonight.
Colonel, thank you very much for coming on.
Colonel MacGregor: Sure.
Tucker: So, if you believe in civilian control of the
military, shouldn't it be as simple as the
President's saying, “This is what we're going to
do”? But it doesn't seem to be that simple.
Colonel MacGregor: No, I think there's a problem, And we've got to
remember that most of your senior officers are products of the
Clinton-Bush-Obama era. So, they have a lot invested in this. And
remember that the people who live in the seven zip codes in and
around Washington, D.C. have all become millionaires as a result
of their investment in these failed operations.
Tucker: That's not a talking point. That's literally true.
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Colonel MacGregor: Yes. Of
course. So, you put the two
together, you have a lot of
resistance to ending something
that's been profitable for them.
It hasn't been profitable for the
American people — it’s been a
disaster. Trillions of dollars in debt
over the last 17 years, thousands
of people killed and wounded, and
for what?
And the answer is: Not much.
Tucker: It just seems like if you're looking for a crisis, a
constitutional crisis, something that would undermine
democracy as we've practiced it for 240 years, it's the idea
of elected — the unelected subverting the power of the
elected. Right, isn't that what — that's anti-democratic by
definition.
Colonel MacGregor: The problem is the unelected are
being supported by many of the elected to obstruct this
decision to leave. There's another reason for this. In addition
to the problem with money, historically, when we leave as
we did when we left Vietnam —
Tucker: Right.
Colonel MacGregor: — we're out permanently. People
know once we leave Syria, once we get completely out of
Iraq, once we get completely out of Afghanistan, it's over.
It’s over. And President Trump is going to do that. That's
very clear. This pause is just that. It's a pause. We had to
get out of northern Syria quickly. And the reason for that is
simply there were tens of thousands of Turkish troops
poised to attack the Kurds, the terrorists who have been
attacking Turkey and northern Syria. We got the Syrian
government to go in there; we got out. Now we have
created an enormous problem for Mr. Putin, because Mr.
Putin has cultivated the Turks. Mr. Putin has also cultivated
his Iranian and Syrian allies. He's got to make a choice.
Does he allow the Turks into Syria? Then he loses his
position with the Syrians and the Iranians. So the notion
that Mr. Putin has somehow or another won something is
absurd. This has been a very clever move on the part of
the President.
Tucker: So, if you see like six or seven senators and talking
heads in a row repeating the same talking point like robots,
“This is a Christmas present for Putin” —
Colonel MacGregor: Right.
Tucker: — that’s like prima facie evidence that they're dumb, right?
Colonel MacGregor: Well, you could say stupid, but obviously
they’re briefed by only one side. And that side has no interest in the
truth. The truth is that by getting out of the way, we have eliminated
the consensus that was holding these various diverse partners
together. There is no reason why the Turks, the Russians, the
Iranians should cooperate at all. And that's a good thing.
Tucker: That is a good thing. Colonel, thank you very much.
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We meet the First Monday of each month from August to June
11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at the MCM Eleganté Hotel
2355 IH-10 South - Beaumont, TX
Cost to attend is $20 whether the buffet meal is eaten or not.
No corporate checks ~ Exact cash preferred ~ Bills no larger than $20, please

Honor the Texas flag
I pledge allegiance to
thee, Texas,
One state under God,
One and indivisible.
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next meeting.
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